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Who are
the Vikings?

Vikings were the Norse people from southern Scandinavia
(in present-day Denmark, Norway and Sweden) who from
the late 8th to late 11th centuries raided and traded from
their Northern European homelands across wide areas of
Europe, and explored westwards to Iceland, Greenland,
and Vinland.




Where are
they from?

Most Vikings originated in Scandinavia, among the Norse population o
present day Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. Some of the most famous
Vikings were Danes, who established the Danelaw in England. The
MNorwegians raided Scotland, and founded Iceland.



Vikings first invaded Ireland in 795 AD and the
rest is history. The Vikings from the
Scandinavian countries began raiding Ireland
just before 800 AD and continued for two
centuries before Brian Boru defeated them at
the Battle of Clontarf in 1014.

When did the Vikings
come to Ireland?




Why did the Vikings
come to lreland?

The Vikings invaded Ireand for their
gold and riches. They stole from the

monasteries and set fire to villages.




Where did the
Vikings settle?

The first two centuries of this period are characterised by Viking raids and the subsequent Norse
settlements along the coast. Viking ports were established at Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, Cork and
Limerick, which became the first large towns in Ireland.

This is a place that the Vikings
lived
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