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Winter in Ireland
Winter begins in Ireland in November and lasts until the end of January. Ireland 
is located on the top half of the earth, known as the northern hemisphere. 
During winter, the earth’s northern hemisphere is tilted away from the sun. 
This means the days are much shorter. Ireland experiences its coldest weather 
during winter. Frost, ice and even snow can occur when the temperature drops.

Trees in the Winter
During winter in Ireland, many of the trees lose their leaves. This 
group of trees are known as deciduous trees. They include oak, 
beech, sycamore and ash trees. These trees will remain bare 
throughout the winter months until the spring time.

Evergreen trees, such as the pine tree, keep their leaves all year 
round. They have long, spiky leaves, like needles. These leaves are 
stronger than those of deciduous trees and can survive the cold weather. 

Animals and Birds in the Winter
It is not as common to see wild animals during the winter in Ireland. Some 
animals go into a long, deep sleep for the winter. This is called hibernation. Only 
two species of animals in Ireland hibernate: the hedgehog and the bat. Other 
animals, such as badgers and squirrels, do not go into hibernation. However, 
they do spend the autumn months collecting and storing food in safe places. 
They save this food to eat during the cold winter months when food is scarce.

Some birds leave Ireland for warmer countries during the 
winter. They return during the spring when the weather is 
warmer and food is easier to find. This is called migration. 
Swallows migrate from Ireland to South Africa at the end 
of October each year and return in April. This journey is 
almost 10,000km long! 

Other birds such as robins, blackbirds and thrushes remain in Ireland during 
the winter. When the ground is frozen and the 
trees are bare, it can be very difficult for these 
birds to find food. People have an important role 
in helping birds survive during the winter. They can 
help by hanging up bird feeders and filling bird tables with 
seeds and berries.
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Celebrations in the Winter
There are two big celebrations in Ireland during the winter time. These are 
Christmas and New Year.

Christmas is celebrated on the 25th December each year in Ireland, however, 
people begin preparing for Christmas from the start of December. Cities, towns 
and villages are decorated with festive lights. 
People decorate Christmas trees in their own 
homes and exchange presents with friends and 
family. On Christmas Day, people have a special 
dinner. They eat traditional Christmas foods 
such as turkey, Brussels sprouts, mince pies and 
Christmas pudding.

The New Year is celebrated on 1st January at midnight. People stay up late to 
ring in the New Year with family and friends.
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Questions
1. Why are the days shorter in Ireland during winter?  

 

2. Use a map to find the names of five other countries in the northern hemisphere.  

 

3. Explain what happens to deciduous trees during winter. Give four examples of  

deciduous trees. 

 

 

4. Describe the leaves of evergreen trees. Why do you think evergreen trees got their name? 

 

 

 

5. What is hibernation? Name the two species of animals in Ireland that hibernate. 

 

 

 

6. Why do you think some wild animals collect food during the autumn months? 

 

 

 

7. Explain bird migration.  

 

 

 

8. How can people help birds that remain in Ireland during the winter? 
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9. Describe what foods you would find on the Christmas dinner table.  

 

 

10. (a) Name five Christmas traditions. 

 

  

(b) What is your favourite Christmas tradition? Why? 

 

 

 

 

11. Write a letter to your pen pal in Australia. Describe what winter is like in Ireland. 
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Answers
1. Why are the days shorter in Ireland during winter? 

The days are shorter during the winter because Ireland is in the northern hemisphere.

2.  Use a map to find the names of five other countries in the northern hemisphere. 
Various answers

3.  Explain what happens to deciduous trees during winter. Give four examples of  
deciduous trees. 
Deciduous trees lose their leaves during the winter. Various answers.

4. Describe the leaves of evergreen trees. Why do you think evergreen trees got their name? 
Evergreen trees have strong, spiky leaves, like needles. They are called evergreen 
because they remain green all year round.

5. What is hibernation? Name the two species of animals in Ireland that hibernate. 
Hibernation is when animals go into a deep sleep for the winter. The squirrel and the 
bat hibernate in Ireland.

6. Why do you think some wild animals collect food during the autumn months? 
They collect food during the winter because there is no food available in the winter.

7. Explain bird migration. 
Bird migration is when the birds fly to hot countries during the winter time. They come 
back when the weather gets warmer.

8. How can people help the birds that remain in Ireland during the winter? 
They can leave food out on bird tables and hang up bird feeders.

9. Describe what foods you would find on the Christmas dinner table. 
Various answers

10. (a) Name five Christmas traditions. 
Various answers 
(b) What is your favourite Christmas tradition? Why? 
Various answers

11. Write a letter to your pen pal in Australia. Describe what winter is like in Ireland. 
Various answers
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