




Sexton missed a lot of the 2013 Six Nations tournament through injury but was 
Ireland’s most important player in the 2014 Six Nations Championship. He scored 
four tries throughout the tournament. He also scored 17 of the team’s 22 points 
in the final game against France, leading Ireland to a championship victory. 
Sexton was crucial in Ireland’s Grand Slam success in the 2018 Six Nations 
Championship. The Grand Slam is when one team wins every one of their matches 
in the Six Nations Championship. In the opening game against France, Sexton 
scored a dramatic 83rd minute drop-goal to clinch a 15-13 victory. Ireland 
won their remaining four matches, with Sexton scoring 44 points throughout 
the tournament. Sexton was also part of the Irish team which defeated New 
Zealand at the Aviva Stadium in November 2018. This historic victory, which 
ended 16-9 following a fascinating display from both teams, was Ireland’s first 
ever home win over the All Blacks. All other matches between the two teams in 
Dublin had resulted in victory for the team from New Zealand.

British and Irish Lions
Jonathan Sexton’s stand-out performances for club and country earned him 
a place on the British and Irish Lions 2013 tour in Australia. The British and 
Irish Lions is a rugby team selected from players from Ireland, England, Wales 
and Scotland. The team tours every four years, playing in either New Zealand, 
Australia or South Africa. Sexton was also part of the 2017 British and Irish 
Lions tour in New Zealand. 

Personal Life and World Rugby Awards
Jonathan Sexton’s brilliance was recognised at the 2018 World Rugby Awards 
in Monaco, where he was awarded the World Rugby Player of the Year. He 
became only the second Irish rugby player to receive this award. At the same 
awards, Ireland was awarded World Rugby Team of the Year and Irish Coach 
Joe Schmidt was awarded World Rugby Coach of the Year. Sexton married long-
term partner Laura Priestly in 2013. He has one son, Luca, and two daughters 
named Amy and Sophie.

Jonathan Sexton

Jonathan Sexton has certainly made his mark on the history of Irish sport 
and is widely considered to be one of the best active rugby players. He is 
arguably one of the greatest rugby players of all time. 
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Questions
1. When and where was Jonathan Sexton born? 

                                                                                                                                                 

2. Where was the final of the European Rugby Champions Cup played?
                                                                                                                                                 

3. How do you think Sexton felt when he was given the chance to start in the final of the 
European Rugby Champions Cup?
                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                

4. Why was the Sexton's late drop-goal against France so important? How do you think 
Sexton felt when he scored this dramatic drop-goal to clinch victory?
                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                

5. What team did Ireland beat in November 2018? Why was this a significant victory?
                                                                                                                                                 

6. What three countries do the British and Irish Lions team tour?
                                                                                                                                                 

7. Match the winners to the award they received at the World Rugby Awards. 

8. What did you find most interesting about Jonathan Sexton? Explain your answer.                                             

                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

Jonathan Sexton

Jonathan Sexton World Rugby Team of the Year

Ireland Rugby Team World Rugby Coach of the Year

Joe Schmidt World Rugby Player of the Year
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Answers
1. When and where was Jonathan Sexton born? 

Jonathan Sexton was born on the 11th July 1985 in County Dublin, Ireland.

2. Where was the final of the European Rugby Champions Cup played?
The final of the European Rugby Champions Cup was played in Murrayfield Stadium in 
Edinburgh, Scotland.

3. How do you think Sexton felt when he was given the chance to start in the final of the 
European Rugby Champions Cup?
Answers will vary. 

4. Why was the Sexton's late drop-goal against France so important? How do you think 
Sexton felt when he scored this dramatic drop-goal to clinch victory?
The late drop-goal was so important because Ireland went on to win every match and 

win the Grand Slam. Answers will vary.

5. What team did Ireland beat in November 2018? Why was this a significant victory?
Ireland beat New Zealand in November 2018. The match was played at the Aviva 
Stadium in Dublin. This was the first time Ireland had beaten New Zealand at home.

6. What three countries do the British and Irish Lions team tour?
The British and Irish Lions team tour New Zealand, Australia and South Africa.                
The team tours every four years.

7. Match the winners to the award they received at the World Rugby Awards. 

8. What did you find most interesting about Jonathan Sexton? Explain your answer.                                             

Answers will vary.

Jonathan Sexton

Jonathan Sexton World Rugby Team of the Year

Ireland Rugby Team World Rugby Coach of the Year

Joe Schmidt World Rugby Player of the Year

visit twinkl.ie


